Easter  –  Luke 24


Opening Comments and prayer


As humans, we are very apt to mark time.


And every one of us has a limited amount of time on this earth.


We watch the clock, sometimes wishing time away 


And at other times, we hold on to every second it dearly.


We mark many occurrences in our lives in time.


We mark births and we mark deaths.


We mark birthdays, anniversaries, holidays, and graduations as well.


There are certain time-marking events that seem to bring us together.


And those are weddings, baptisms, and funerals.


Weddings and Baptisms signifying a beginning, and funerals, an end.


We might have an expectation of what is to come in our lives,


But none of us are afforded a certainty of our life’s duration.


We look towards great things in our future,


Some come to pass, and others don’t.


But as Christians, as believers in Jesus Christ,


That no matter how dark the days may be in our lives, 


We have hope of what is to come, even if that hope,


Is for our eternity, which has been secured through our faith in Christ.    


Luke 24: But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” 8 And they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who told these things to the apostles, 11 but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened.


13 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19 And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” 25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.


28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going farther, 29 but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 33 And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread.


36 As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace to you!” 37 But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 38 And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41 And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate before them.


44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for[c] the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”


Despite all that Jesus had told His disciples before He went to the cross,


They expected His kingdom to be an earthly one.


So when He was killed on the cross, there hopes went out the window.


And after His crucifixion, no one expected Him to rise from the dead.


The people at that time didn’t consider this a possibility.


Today, there are still many who don’t believe in Christ’s resurrection. 


They fail to understand why we believers gather in churches to celebrate,


What to them appears to be nothing but foolishness.


But yet the resurrection of Jesus Christ remains the foundation of our faith.


Not only because the Word of God speaks of it, 


But because believers, all over the world, know with certainty,


That Christ lives within our hearts by the power of the Holy Spirit. 


Sadly, we read in the gospel, that those who knew him so well,


 Who were with Him so long and so intimately, 


Did not have the expectation that He could come back to life. 


 Joseph, who was a member of the Council, asked Pilate for His body


He prepared it for burial, and placed Him in a tomb. 


Early on Sunday morning, some of the women came to the tomb,


With additional spices for His body. 


If either Joseph or the women had expected Jesus to come to life,


They wouldn’t have made all these preparations for His burial.


His own disciples, who had walked with Him for three years,


Who heard Him teach, who witnessed His miracles, 


Even witnessed Jesus raising the dead, didn’t expect His resurrection. 


Earlier in His ministry, when Jesus first revealed His future, 


A future where He was going to be killed and rise on the third day, 


Peter denied that it would happen to Him, and Jesus sharply rebuked him. 


(Matt. 16:21-23)  21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!” 23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”


But just as Jesus said, He would die, and He would rise. 


When the women returned to the tomb, they discovered it empty. 


Two angels told them that Jesus had risen, and only then, 


Did they remember His words about His resurrection. 


And when they told the disciples, they considered their words as nonsense. 


Luke 24:11-12- 11 But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.


Both Peter and John got up, ran to the tomb, & discovered it was true


They discovered that Jesus was no longer dead,


But was fully alive, just as he said. 


So what does Easter mean to us as we sit here today?


Again, we mark time.


We mark the days, the weeks, the months and the years.


Every day has both a beginning and an end. 


Today becomes yesterday, last week, last month, and last year.


Easter morning , when Jesus rose from the dead, 


An era ended, and a new one started. 


Everything was changing.


With the triumphant rising of Jesus from the dead, 


We have a new beginning.


They were going from an old covenant,


One filled with laws and requirements, to a New Covenant, 


To a new dispensation of grace, salvation, mercy, and truth.


The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (John 1:17)


It gave each one of us an opportunity to live an over-coming life.


 This is the most important day that has occurred in the world’s history.  


It was a game changer.


It was a day that Satan was pummeled.


It is a day where death was defeated.


If Jesus had not risen from the dead there would be no hope, no future.


All of this would have been a lie, but the great news is that it is all true.


And there is no better day to make the decision to receive Christ as L&S.


There’s no need to try to get your life in order, because you can’t.


There is absolutely nothing that we can do to earn our salvation.


Don’t think, I’m not ready,  I need to get my life in order first.


No!!! , it will never happen, it can never happen,


Only Jesus can bring us to the Father. 


Making the decision to give our lives to Christ,


Is the only way that we can get out of the Satan’s grasp, 


And fall into the loving arms of Jesus Christ.


And to do that, we need to realize that we are dead in sin,


And that there is no way that we can earn our way into heaven on our own.


It’s repenting from our sins, 


In other words turning away from our old ways,


And believing on Jesus Christ, for who He is, and all that He is,


Receiving Him into your heart as Lord and Savior,


Being sealed with the mark of the Holy Spirit. 


And desiring to be baptized, as God commanded for all of who believe,


So you may receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit.


Although there are so many who still don’t believe,


For those of us who have trusted in Him as our Savior


His resurrection is true, and is both relevant and extremely personal. 


And because He lives: 


We don’t have to live with loneliness of heart. 


We can have absolute assurance that Christ is alive, 


And living within us just as he promised.


For He did not leave us as orphans, we were adopted into His family. 


He sent the Holy Spirit to indwell our hearts (John 14:16-18)


Since Jesus now lives inside us through His Spirit, we are never truly alone.


This promise would have meant nothing had Jesus been just a man,


But because He is the Son of God who overcame death,


We know we can trust His word. 


No situation or need is too large for His almighty and sovereign hands. 


In His perfect time and way He will provide whatever we need.


And we can pray with confidence. 


After His resurrection, Jesus ascended to the Father’s right hand


Where He intercedes for us. 


Having knowledge of this, assures us that He will answer our requests. 


1 John 5:14-15 says, 14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him


Instead of doubting, we should wait expectantly and look for His answer. 


And as believers, we have a godly and powerful influence in others’ lives. 


You and I are not called to self-fulfillment, but to self-sacrifice.


We aren’t called to self-service; we are called to serve others.


We are not called to be ambitious; we are called to be humble.


Not just hears of the word, but doers of the word as well.


For whoever claims to be in Him, must walk as Jesus did.


We are called to be like Jesus.


For as we stand before the throne on this Easter Sunday,


We need to stop and think what Jesus does for each of us.


For Jesus is the one who takes us from despair, and gives us hope.


He takes us from the darkest of our days, into one illuminated with light.


He removes our loneliness, and replaces it with an eternal family,


He removes our pain and sorrow, and replaces it with rejoicing. 


And He takes us from the valley of death, and has gives us eternal life. 


When we trust Christ as our Savior, the gift of eternal life becomes ours.


Let’s never take this for granted.


Let’s live our life in a way that honors Him.


A life that is circumspect, obedient, conservative, and loving.


Close in prayer


